
26/12/2022, 17:51 HOME

Àle:///VRlXmeV/SeagaWe/D LiWW WheViV/We[WfRUmaW/chaSWeU1.hWml 1/14

ChapWeU 1: An overview of utopian thought¬

OVERVIEW
1.1 Defining XWopia
1.2 UWopia and Whe dichoWom\ beWZeen Whe real and Whe ideal
1.3 UWopia and Whe collecWiYe¬
1.4 UWopia and pleaVXre¬
1.5 UWopia, XnhappineVV, diVillXVionmenW
1.6 UWopia and Whe 'choVen one'¬
1.7 UWopia and Wechnological adYancemenW
1.8 ConclXVion

A geneUal backgUoXnd Wo Whe conceSW of XWoSia in WeVWeUn cXlWXUe iV SUoYided in WhiV chaSWeU in oUdeU Wo conWe[WXaliVe hiVWoUicall\ Whe
inYeVWigaWion of d\VWoSia in Whe VXbVeTXenW chaSWeUV. Seminal XWoSian We[WV, mainl\ SUe-WZenWieWh-cenWXU\ liWeUaU\ We[WV, aUe coYeUed in WhiV
oYeUYieZ. HoZeYeU, in WhiV chaSWeU YiVXal We[WV aUe noW inWeUSUeWed, Vince¬ iW iV be\ond Whe VcoSe of WhiV VWXd\ Wo inYeVWigaWe SUe-WZenWieWh-
cenWXU\ YiVXal We[WV.¬

AV indicaWed eaUlieU, ZiWh UegaUd Wo ideolog\ and XWoSia Whe Si[WieV UeSUeVenW a kind of ZaWeUVhed beWZeen old and neZ Whinking. The inWenWion
in WhiV chaSWeU, When, iV Wo SUoYide a conVWUXcW (XWoSia aV genUe) againVW Zhich Wo meaVXUe iWV deconVWUXcWion (d\VWoSia). SXch an inYeVWigaWion
of d\VWoSia aV a hXman condiWion aV Zell aV an inWeUSUeWaWion of d\VWoSian YiVXal We[WV Zill folloZ in ChaSWeU 2. IW iV SoinWed oXW, hoZeYeU, WhaW
VXch an inYeVWigaWion iV ambiYalenW in Whe VenVe WhaW fXndamenWall\ XWoSia and d\VWoSia VhaUe Whe Vame geneUic chaUacWeUiVWicV, Vince d\VWoSia
iV gUoXnded in XWoSian Whinking.

I SUoceed When Wo idenWif\ Vome of Whe conVWanWV inheUenW in XWoSian Whinking. Since iW iV imSoVVible Wo coYeU and idenWif\ all WheoUiVWV and
conWUibXWoUV Wo Whe YaVW WoSic of XWoSia, eVSeciall\ aV UeleYanW Wo ShiloVoShieV SoVWXlaWed ZiWh XWoSian inWenW, a comSUehenViYe hiVWoUical
oYeUYieZ of XWoSiaV and ideological WhoXghW cannoW be UendeUed ZiWhin Whe VcoSe of WhiV inWUodXcWion. InVWead, WheUe iV a focXV on WhoVe
aVSecWV of XWoSia foXnd in ke\ inflXenWial XWoSian conVWUXcWV fUom Whe Wime of Whe GUeekV WhaW aUe UeleYanW Wo Whe h\SoWheViV of m\ WheViV, aV
Zell aV on WZenWieWh-cenWXU\ manifeVWaWionV of XWoSian Whinking, VXch aV SoVW-XWoSia and d\VWoSia, Zhich demonVWUaWe m\ h\SoWheViV.

1.1 Defining utopia¬¬ EaFN WR WRS

Art always reacts to the period in which it is made, and to the problems and issues of that period. Hence, strictly speaking, there is no such thing as “timeless”
art. There never was. Any artist who refuses to accept this insight and attempts to escape from the present day, risks artistic failure. (Ruhrberg 2000b: 390)

file:///Volumes/Seagate/D%20Litt%20thesis/textformat/allnotes.html%23postutopia
file:///Volumes/Seagate/D%20Litt%20thesis/textformat/bib.html%23ruhrberg


26/12/2022, 17:51 HOME

Àle:///VRlXmeV/SeagaWe/D LiWW WheViV/We[WfRUmaW/chaSWeU1.hWml 2/14

In geneUal, aUW SUodXcWion iV alZa\V a UeflecWion of and a UeVSonVe Wo Whe Wime in Zhich iW iV cUeaWed. Looking aW Whe XWoSian genUe in SaUWicXlaU,
aUWZoUkV haYe alZa\V been engaged in one Za\ oU anoWheU ZiWh noWionV of XWoSian Whinking, eYen in iWV deconVWUXcWed foUm, d\VWoSia, Zhich iV
Whe coUe focXV of WhiV VWXd\.

UWoSia, in eVVence, iV a ficWion, an imagined deVign in VSace, Wime and Slace. In Whe inWUodXcWion Wo Ligeia GallagheU'V MRUH'V UWRSLa aQG IWV
CULWLFV (1964) a XVefXl definiWion of XWoSia iV SUoYided, namel\ "an\ Slace, VWaWe oU ViWXaWion of ideal SeUfecWion, an\ YiVionaU\ Vcheme oU
V\VWem foU an ideall\ SeUfecW Vocial oUdeU." AnoWheU inWeUSUeWaWion of XWoSia iV WhaW iW iV a manifeVWaWion of Whe ´an[ieWieV and SeVVimiVWic
SeUVSecWiYeV aV Zell aV of XnVaWiVfied hoSeV and dUeamV of SeoSleµ, a UeVSonVe WhaW eSiWomiVeV an ´ideal and deViUed Slace Zhich moUe oU leVV
VhaUSl\ conWUaVWV Wo Whe 'hic eW nXnc' of Whe Slace of UealiW\µ¬ (MXnkneU URL: ZZZ.geoUgeWoZn.edX/baVVU/e[hibiWion/XWoSia/XWoSia.hWml).¬¬

IW iV inWeUeVWing Wo noWe WhaW in Whe XWoSian genUe, liWeUaU\ We[WV WhaW haYe aSSeaUed fUom Whe Wime of Whe ancienW GUeekV Wo moUe oU leVV Whe
Si[WieV diVSla\ VXch VWeUeoW\Sical ideal oUdeU. (IW iV alVo inWeUeVWing Wo noWe in WhiV UegaUd Whe WZenWieWh-cenWXU\ VociologiVW, Dominic BakeU-
SmiWh'V UelaWiYiVWic YieZ of XWoSia, WhaW iV, WhaW XWoSia VhoXld be conWagioXV, deVigned Wo infecW oXU Ueading of Whe ZoUld (BakeU-SmiWh 1987:
1).)¬

UWoSia aV a 'good' and 'ideal' conVWUXcW conWainV an imminenW moUal code aV Zell aV an imSlied dichoWom\ beWZeen Whe Ueal and Whe
imagined.¬AlWhoXgh XWoSian Whinking iV conceUned ZiWh an 'imagined' ZoUld, GeUman ShiloVoSheU HeUbeUW MaUcXVe in EURV HQ KXOWXXU (1968: 95)
aUgXeV WhaW¬ fanWaV\ iV diffeUenW fUom XWoSia in Whe VenVe WhaW fanWaV\ haV Wo a laUge e[WenW Uemained indeSendenW fUom Whe UealiW\ SUinciSle.
He YieZV XWoSian SUojecWionV on Whe oWheU hand aV gUoXnded in hiVWoUical UealiWieV WhaW inVWigaWe and VhaSe Whe foUmXlaWion of XWoSia. I diffeU
fUom MaUcXVe in WhiV UegaUd and in WhiV WheViV inWeUSUeW all foUmV of alWeUnaWiYe UealiW\, inclXding illXVion, fanWaV\ and XWoSia, aV enWiWieV WhaW
haYe YalidiW\ onl\ in WheiU UelaWionVhiS Wo Whe VenVoU\ Ueal. ComSaUaWiYel\, hoZeYeU, Whe facW WhaW Whe XWoSian genUe iV XndeUSinned b\ Whe
conceSWV of imSUoYemenW, adYancemenW and SUogUeVV VeWV iW aSaUW fUom fanWaV\ aV genUe and YalidaWeV Whe inYeVWigaWion of Wechnolog\ aV Whe
SUodXcW of XWoSian Whinking in WhiV WheViV.

FoU WZenWieWh-cenWXU\ VociologiVW KaUl Mannheim, eVVenWial Wo XWoSian Whinking iV Whe facW WhaW iW VeekV Wo change Whe SUeVenW ViWXaWion and Whe
VWaWXV TXo (Mannheim 1936: 36) and SUoSoVe VomeWhing 'beWWeU' in Whe Slace of Whe e[iVWing. AccoUding Wo Mannheim, Whe XWoSian menWaliW\ iV
alZa\V flaZed and WendV Wo hide ceUWain aVSecWV of 'UealiW\', Vince iW ´WXUnV iWV back on eYeU\Whing Zhich ZoXld Vhake iWV belief oU SaUal\Ve iWV
deViUe Wo change WhingVµ (Mannheim 1936: 36). IUonicall\, alWhoXgh in moVW XWoSian conVWUXcWV WheUe iV a conVideUable degUee of Vocial conWUol,
iWV inhabiWanWV aUe UendeUed aV fUee.

IW iV XVefXl Wo conVideU Whe VXmmaU\ RXneV (1960, V.Y. "XWoSia") SUoYideV foU Whe oUiginV of Whe WeUm 'XWoSia', idenWif\ing ThomaV MoUe aV coining
Whe WeUm in hiV 1516 SXblicaWion DH RSWLPR UHLSXbOLFaH VWaWX GHTXH QRYa LQVXOa XWRSLa. AccoUding Wo RXneV, MoUe deUiYed Whe WeUm fUom Whe
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GUeek, meaning 'no Slace' oU 'land of noZheUe'.¬AccoUding Wo Tod & WheeleU (1978: 19), Whe WeUm iV XVed WongXe-in-Whe-cheek and becomeV a
SXn b\ combining meaningV of bRWK Whe ideal aQG Whe imaginaWiYe, Vince, SUonoXnced aV 'eX-WoSia', Whe ZoUd meanV 'good Slace'. The ZoUd
'XWoSia' iV a neologiVm WhaW, accoUding Wo anal\VeV, can mean bRWK: 'eX-WoSoV' - denoWing a Uegion of haSSineVV aQG SeUfecWion, aV Zell aV 'oX-
WoSoV' - naming a Uegion WhaW e[iVWV noZheUe. HoZeYeU, alWhoXgh Whe oUiginV of Whe WeUm can be chUonologicall\ WUaced back Wo Whe GUeekV in
WeUmV of conceSWV of cXlWXUal SUimiWiYiVm, WheUe iV a SXn: no maWWeU hoZ Whe ZoUd iV SUonoXnced, one endV XS UefeUUing Wo oU (inYolXnWaUil\)
meaning an imagined,¬ 'good Slace'.

1.2 Utopia and the dichotom\ betZeen the real and the ideal EaFN WR WRS

InheUenW Wo Whe conceSW of XWoSia iV Whe conVWanW SXll of Whe dichoWom\ beWZeen Whe Ueal and Whe SoViWing of an alWeUnaWiYe UealiW\, a ficWional,
imagined 'oWheU' ZoUld oU VWaWe, moVWl\ ideal in naWXUe.¬  TUanVlaWed inWo Whe conWe[W of YiVXal cXlWXUe, VXch dichoWom\ iV SUobabl\ iWV oldeVW
imminenW debaWe in Whe VenVe of Whe UeSUeVenWaWion of Whe Ueal, oU YaUioXV kindV of 'UealV', in illXVioniVWic foUm.¬WhilVW VXch dichoWom\ iV cenWUal
Wo XWoSia, iW Zill become aSSaUenW in WhiV inYeVWigaWion WhaW VeYeUal oWheU ambigXiWieV and binaUieV aUe enWUenched in an\ XWoSian (oU
d\VWoSian) model, Vome of Zhich Zill be XncoYeUed in Whe coXUVe of WhiV VWXd\.

The idea iV alUead\ encoXnWeUed in PlaWonic WhoXghW WhaW Whe life of Whe ciWi]en iV ine[WUicabl\ inWeUZoYen ZiWh WhaW of Whe SoliV aV an ideal
VWaWe (DUe\eU 1975: 109). AW Whe UooW of VSecXlaWionV on Whe ideal VocieW\ iV PlaWo'V PROLWHLa (RHSXbOLF) (Whe fiUVW 'XWoSia') of aSSUo[imaWel\ 394
B.C. IUonicall\ enoXgh, Whe GUeek UooWV of Whe ZoUd 'XWoSia' mean 'no Slace', \eW Whe VeaUch foU XWoSia aV Whe ideal Slace oU VWaWe VeemV Wo be a
UelenWleVV dUiYing foUce ZiWhin hXmankind Zhich aVSiUeV Wo and VWUiYeV foU XlWimaWe haSSineVV and a SeUfecW ZoUld. ThiV endleVV VeaUch haV
Waken XV Wo Whe moon, Whe oXWVkiUWV of ciYili]aWion and back. IW haV inVSiUed XV Wo deYeloS WoolV of all VoUWV and WechnologieV of all kindV - all Wo
imSUoYe Whe TXaliW\ of life and deYiVe a beWWeU, bUighWeU, haSSieU fXWXUe, a SaUadiVe of Vome VoUW.

In NLQHWHHQ ELJKW\-FRXU: SFLHQFH bHWZHHQ UWRSLa aQG D\VWRSLa (1984), Whe VociologiVW Helga NoZoWn\ diVWingXiVheV beWZeen WZo W\SeV of
fXWXUe (NoZoWn\ 1984: 3). FiUVWl\, WheUe iV Whe 'inaXWhenWic' fXWXUe WhaW e[iVWV alUead\, aUWicXlaWed WhUoXgh da\dUeamV, deViUeV and XnfXlfilled
ZiVheV. IW iV a banal kind of fXWXUe WhaW can be imagined and almoVW knoZn; iW iV onl\ Whe joXUne\ WhaW leadV Wo iW WhaW iV neZ and Xne[SecWed.¬
The Vecond kind of fXWXUe iV Whe 'aXWhenWic' fXWXUe, a "SUecaUioXV e[iVWence Zhich iV WhaW of Whe noW-\eW" (NoZoWn\ 1984: 3). IW iV Vo Uadicall\
neZ WhaW nobod\ haV Veen oU heaUd oU e[SeUienced iW. NoZoWn\'V diVWincWion beaUV diUecWl\ on Whe focXV of Whe VWXd\ in WhaW Whe XWoSian
accoXnW SoinWV Wo bRWK kindV of fXWXUe: iW iV SUemiVed in Whe e[SeUienceV and knoZledge of Whe Ueal, bXW SoVWXlaWeV a WoWall\ neZ Ueal WhaW Zill
UeSlace Whe e[iVWing one. IW iV a XWoSian dUeam WhaW iV gUoXnded in YaUioXV m\WhV, beliefV and ideologieV.

In XWoSian naUUaWiYeV, Whe conceSW of Wime iV of XWmoVW imSoUWance. IW iV a conceSW WhaW UelaWeV Wo bRWK Whe idealiVed aQG Whe Ueal ZoUldV, Vince
Whe ideal conVWUXcW iV moVWl\ a UeVSonVe Wo Whe hiVWoUical hoUi]on of Whe Ueal. UWoSian naUUaWiYeV aUe fXUWheUmoUe moVWl\ fXWXUe-oUienWed bXW
inVSiUed b\ Whe SUeVenW Ueal, a ViWXaWion WhaW bUingV on a W\Se of "Wime-Vchi]oShUenia" (Polak 1973: 284) in Zhich Whe SXll of Whe fXWXUe and Whe
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dUiYe WoZaUdV an ideological imSXlVe aUe XnUelenWing. IUonicall\, moVW ZUiWeUV on XWoSia Veem Wo agUee WhaW alWhoXgh XWoSiaV aUe in SUinciSle
RomanWic SUojecWionV of haSSineVV and SUoVSeUiW\ and Whickl\ Yeiled in moUal ideolog\, Whe\ aUe VimXlWaneoXVl\ alZa\V inVSiUed b\, coloXUed b\
and meaVXUed againVW Whe (XnSleaVanW) e[SeUience of Whe SUeVenW and hiVWoUical oU e[iVWenWial hoUi]on of Whe heUe and noZ, Whe Vick Ueal.

In Whe SaVW, Whe 'good ending', Whe ideal VWaWe, Whe 'XlWimaWe WUXWh', alWeUnaWiYel\ ShUaVed aV noWionV of¬XWoSia, haYe mobiliVed man\ WheoUieV
and UeYolXWionV. InWimaWel\ linked Wo Whe conceSW of XWoSia, iV Whe conceSW of ideolog\ WhaW, bUoadl\ inWeUSUeWed, ma\ be Veen aV a UegXlaWoU\
mechaniVm in Whe cUeaWion of cXlWXUe. AV VXch iW indicaWeV Whe noUmV and YalXeV WhaW diUecW, moWiYaWe and XndeUSin SeoSle·V deciVionV and
acWionV. An\ YiVXal UendeUing iV infoUmed and diUecWed b\ ideolog\. In Whe caVe of Whe UejecWion oU abVence of e[WUaSolaWing an\ SaUWicXlaU
ideological YieZSoinW, an aUWZoUk iV VWill enWUenched in ceUWain ideological codeV, eYen if onl\ in Whe UejecWion of VXch codeV.

WiWhin Whe SeUVSecWiYe of¬WeVWeUn hiVWoU\, ideolog\ mXVW be conVideUed in Whe lighW of Whe SUogUeVVionaliVm gUoXnded in UaWionaliVm WhaW haV
dominaWed VcienWific and ShiloVoShical Whinking¬foU cenWXUieV. The WeUm 'ideolog\' ZaV YiUWXall\ XnknoZn SUioU Wo Whe WZenWieWh cenWXU\. IW iV
onl\ dXUing and afWeU Whe nineWeenWh cenWXU\ Zhen VcienWific diVcoYeUieV and Wechnological inYenWionV VWaUWed haYing a majoU imSacW on
cXlWXUe, and Zhen Whe conVeTXenceV of SoliWical ideologieV Zhich had UeVXlWed in ZoUld ZaUV ZeUe deeSl\ felW, WhaW Whe conceSW aWWained a
hiVWoUical conWe[WXaliVaWion.

In WeVWeUn cXlWXUe YiVionV of Whe ideal VocieW\ haYe Waken on WZo gXiVeV: on one hand a W\Se of ideal conVWUXcW WhaW iV a deVcUiSWiYe, dUamaWic
SoUWUa\al of a Za\ of life WhaW iV inWUinVicall\ 'good' and fXlfilV SUofoXnd longingV; on Whe oWheU hand a moUe UaWionaliVWic kind of idealiVWic
Whinking in Zhich Whe XndeUl\ing SUinciSleV of an "oSWimXm VocieW\" aUe aUgXed (ManXel 1973: Yii). SXch diVWincWion beWZeen XWoSia and XWoSian
Whinking iV Yalid, bXW iW iV moUe XVefXl Wo coYeU all of WheVe foUmV of XWoSian Whinking in Whe geneUic. WiWhin VXch a SeUVSecWiYe iW iV moUe
VignificanW foU inVWance Wo UecogniVe Whe inWeUSla\ of bUoad hiVWoUical oU ideological facWoUV ZiWh Whe UheWoUical SaWWeUning of XWoSian ZoUkV,
Whan aWWemSWing Wo cUeaWe diYiVionV oU VeSaUaWionV.

MoVW WheoUiVWV on XWoSia agUee WhaW Whe XWoSiVW (ZheWheU ZoUking in a liWeUaU\ oU YiVXal mode) accomSliVheV hiV/heU end b\ indiUecWion, WhaW iV,
b\ SoUWUa\ing WhUoXgh Whe ideal Whe imSeUfecWion and inadeTXac\ of Whe e[iVWing Ueal. TheUefoUe Whe Wime oU hiVWoUical elemenW iV ofWen
SUeVenWed in Vchi]oShUenic and ambiYalenW manneU.¬  SiU ThomaV MoUe·V UWRSLa of 1516 iV jXVW VXch a Yehicle foU commenW on hiV oZn
RenaiVVance VocieW\.¬In UWRSLa, Whe ficWional fUameZoUk, Whe dialogXe VWUXcWXUe, Whe man\ iUonieV and Whe hXmoUoXV deceSWion of Slace nameV,
lead Wo ambigXiW\ and iW haV Vince been deVcUibed aV one of Whe moVW SUofoXndl\ inconViVWenW of bookV in iWV mingling of Vocial VaWiUe, VocialiVW
and commXniVW ideolog\, and fanWaV\ (GallaghaU 1964: 11). Man\ WheoUiVWV aVVXme WhaW in UWRSLa MoUe inWended Wo deVcUibe an ideal
commXniW\ oU one aV ideal aV hXmaniW\ ZoXld SeUmiW, Vince aV GallagheU (1964: 11) aUgXeV, foU "cenWXUieV Vome men, aW leaVW, haYe
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enWeUWained Whe hoSe WhaW Uadical and laVWing VolXWionV Wo hXman illV ma\ indeed be foXnd, ZheWheU b\ VWaUWing afUeVh in Vome XninhabiWed
Slace oU b\ YiolenW XSUooWing of Whe old, Vick ZoUld".

AW WhiV VWage, iW mighW be XVefXl Wo dUaZ a diVWincWion beWZeen Whe conceSWV of XWoSia and SaUadiVe, Zhich aUe linked Wo Whe foUmeU idea.
M\Whologicall\, SaUadiVe iV a SUH-GHOXYLaQ ('befoUe Whe Flood') VWaWe ZheUe hXmanV and naWXUe ZeUe cUeaWed in Whe likeneVV of God/Whe CUeaWoU
and aV SeUfecWl\ diYine, inWelligenW and beaXWifXl. On Whe oWheU hand, XWoSianiVm iV a SRVW-GHOXYLaQ ('afWeU Whe Flood') condiWion cUeaWed b\
hXman beingV in an aWWemSW Wo SaUallel SaUadiVe. TheUe iV a VXbVWanWial diffeUence beWZeen Whe WZo WeUmV and \eW Whe\ connecW in Whe VhaUed
idea of 'good Slace', 'beWWeU Whan Whe SUeVenW'. Since Adam and EYe ZeUe e[Selled fUom SaUadiVe, oU Whe GaUden of Eden, iW haV alZa\V been an
e[oWic dUeam-Slace, a faUaZa\ XlWimaWe, ofWen connecWed Wo Whe idealiVaWion of naWXUe and Whe ZildeUneVV. UWoSia, eVVenWiall\, iV an¬  ideal
deVign of a VWaWe.

In Whe Bab\lonian m\Wh of GLOJaPHVK, Whe eaUlieVW UecoUded m\Wh of hXmankind, WheUe iV menWion of flood SUeceded b\ c\cloneV and iW can be
aVVXmed WhaW Whe Noachic delXge legend ZaV dUaZn fUom Whe Vame VoXUce (S\keV 1953, V.Y. "Bab\lonian CUeaWion legendV"). WiWhin WhiV
SeUVSecWiYe GLOJaPHVK iV a SoVW-delXYian Wale and foU Whe SXUSoVeV of WhiV VWXd\, Whe fiUVW Wale of a VeaUch foU XWoSia, laced ZiWh a daVh of
d\VWoSia in Whe menWion of caWacl\Vm.¬

In GLOJaPHVK, Whe idea of XWoSia iV encoXnWeUed in Whe foUm of a WUaYelogXe. OWheU eaUl\ maVWeU-naUUaWiYeV on XWoSia aUe WhoVe of Whe heaYenl\
JeUXValem and millenniXm SUojecWionV. The eaUWhl\ SaUadiVe, Whe heaYenl\ JeUXValem and Whe millenniXm SeUVonified eVVenWiall\ medieYal
idealV WhaW SeUViVWed in Sla\ing WheiU SaUW in VXbVeTXenW XWoSian fabUicaWionV. A Zhole canon of claVVical VcholaUVhiS emeUged ZiWh Whe
UeYiViWaWion of Whe model of Whe ideal VWaWe of Whe GUeekV, SUoYiding inVSiUaWion and YalidaWion Wo Whe aVSiUaWionV of neZ ciW\ VWaWeV in
RenaiVVance IWal\. PlaWo and oWheU GUeek ShiloVoSheUV inflXenced MoUe fXndamenWall\, aV ZaV Whe caVe ZiWh moVW of Whe oWheU RenaiVVance
inWellecWXalV, and Whe ideological SUojecWion foXnd in UWRSLa mXVW be inWeUSUeWed againVW Whe backdUoS of neZ hXmaniVW oUienWaWionV SUeYalenW
in Whe RenaiVVance aV Zell aV SUedominanW SaWUiaUchal noWionV in Zhich a YeU\ cloVed V\VWem of moUeV and Vocio-moUal codeV ZaV SUoSagaWed.
RenaiVVance hXmaniVm ZaV SUemiVed on Whe UeligioXV moUaliW\ Zhich SUeYailed in Whe Middle AgeV and inWellecWXalV adYocaWed Whe moUaliW\
SUoSagaWed b\ ChUiVW aV Whe ideal moUal model foU hXmankind Wo aWWain Whe ideal VocieW\.¬

In WheiU V\VWemV of Whinking, EUaVmXV and MoUe ZeUe inflXenced b\ GUeek WhoXghW in WheiU modeUaWion of Whe VWUingenW moUal ideolog\ of Whe
Middle AgeV. In UWRSLa, MoUe VXggeVWV a SUogUamme of commXnaliVm, a kind of XWoSia WhaW SoViWV a common ChUiVWian life foU a Zhole naWion
bXW Zhich aW Whe Vame Wime deSendV on Whe chaUacWeU of iWV ciWi]enV Zho "mXVW be aV SeUfecW in WheiU ChUiVWianiW\ ... aV Whe XWoSianV aUe in
WheiU UaWionaliW\" (EdZaUd SXUW] 1964: 152).
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ASSl\ing Whe hiVWoU\ of XWoSian Whinking Wo YiVXal We[WV, idealV of beaXW\ and SeUfecWion VSUing Wo mind, eVSeciall\ aV foXnd in HelleniVWic and
Roman aUW, aV Zell aV in RenaiVVance aUW in VXbVeTXenW UeWXUn Wo VXch claVVical VWandaUdV. TheVe claVVical VWandaUdV ZenW hand-in-hand ZiWh
illXVioniVm and Whe VWUiYing foU naWXUaliVm and Uemained mainVWUeam XnWil Whe WZenWieWh cenWXU\, alWhoXgh man\ conceSWXal changeV occXUUed.
DXUing Whe coXUVe of Whe WZenWieWh cenWXU\ a Uadical deconVWUXcWion of WUadiWional conceSWV and VWandaUdV of beaXW\ and Vo-called SeUfecWion in
aUW occXUUed.

TZenWieWh-cenWXU\ VociologiVW KaUl Mannheim·V conWUibXWion Wo Whe XndeUVWanding of XWoSia lieV in hiV engagemenW ZiWh Whe legacieV of idealiVm
in cXlWXUal anal\ViV and hiV heUmeneXWic aWWemSWV Wo XndeUVWand and conWe[WXaliVe XWoSiaV¬aV¬cXlWXUal objecWV (Mannheim 1936: 59). Mannheim
(1947: 13, 65) deYeloSed Whe idea of XWoSia alongVide a MaU[iVW emShaViV on¬ideolog\. IW iV inWeUeVWing Wo noWe WhaW he VcaUcel\ menWionV MoUe
in hiV SoVWXlaWionV on XWoSia. Mannheim ZaV cUiWiciVed b\ conWemSoUaUieV VXch aV AdoUno and LXkicV foU XndeUmining Whe cUiWical foUce of Whe
MaU[iVW anal\ViV of ideolog\ Vince, in Mannheim'V WheoUieV, MaU[iVm iV meUel\ YieZed aV anoWheU VeW of beliefV (TXUneU 1991: [[[Yiii) and WhXV aV
XndeUmining libeUal YalXeV Zhich aW Whe Wime ZeUe Veen aV a neceVVaU\ alWeUnaWiYe Wo faVciVm. FoU MaU[ and EngelV, VXch YalXeV, inheUenW in
Whe SUoSoVed ideolog\ oU XWoSia, conceUned conceSWV VXch aV commodiW\ (and Whe feWiVhiVm WheUeof), conVcioXVneVV (WhaW iV, falVe
conVcioXVneVV), Whe deWeUminaWion of conVcioXVneVV b\ Vocial being, ideolog\ aV cameUa obVcXUa, Whe baVe and VXSeUVWUXcWXUe meWaShoU and
Whe dominanW ideolog\ WheViV (TXUneU 1991: [l).

FoU Mannheim, in conWUaVW Wo ideolog\ WhaW UeinfoUceV Whe VWaWXV TXo, XWoSia haV Wo be UeYolXWionaU\ (Mannheim 1936: 82) in iWV imSlicaWionV.
"ConVolaWoU\ m\WhV of heaYen oU SaUadiVe aUe ideolog\, becaXVe WheiU effecW iV Wo Ueconcile SeoSle Wo Whe e[iVWing VWaWe of imSeUfecWion b\
SUoffeUing Whe hoSe of Whe beWWeU fXWXUe in Whe ne[W life" (ThomaV 1987:24). Mannheim (1936: 96) aUgXeV fXUWheU WhaW a genXinel\ XWoSian YiVion
Zill Veek Wo inVSiUe collecWiYe acWiYiW\ in an effoUW Wo change Whe ZoUld noZ, and, inVWead of aiming aW SUagmaWic Siecemeal UefoUm, Whe XWoSian
iV animaWed b\ a YiVion of Whe Zhole and VeWV oXW Wo achieYe goalV Zhich mighW be conVideUed b\ conWemSoUaUieV aV imSUacWical oU XndeViUable,
oU eYen bRWK (ThomaV 1987:24) (cf. ChaSWeU 2 foU ideolog\ and d\VWoSia; cf. ChaSWeU 4 foU Whe dichoWom\ of Whe Ueal and Whe ideal in laWe
WZenWieWh cenWXU\).

1.3¬¬¬ Utopia and the collectiYe EaFN WR WRS

MoVW of Whe Veminal XWoSian conVWUXcWionV aUe SUedicaWed on Whe indiYidXal'V Slace ZiWhin Whe collecWiYe, WhaW iV, ZiWhin a laUgeU Zhole, and on
a commXnaliVWic SUinciSle. TheVe VXggeVW WhaW iW iV onl\ in Whe conYeUgence and comSliance ZiWh Whe moUeV and codeV adYocaWed b\ VocieW\,
WhaW Whe indiYidXal Zill find haSSineVV. ThiV Vociological VlanW iV cleaUl\ illXVWUaWed in Whe SSideU-Man naUUaWiYeV. AcWing WoWall\ on hiV oZn and
XnVXSSoUWed, SSideU-Man diUecWV hiV heUoic acWionV aW alleYiaWing Whe SUeYailing cUime and diVaVWeU condiWionV of modeUn-da\ NeZ YoUk in oUdeU
Wo cUeaWe beWWeU liYing condiWionV and XSlifW VocieW\ in geneUal.
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In PlaWo'V¬ RHSXbOLF, aV in moVW oWheU XWoSian conVWUXcWV, Whe fXndamenWal idea iV WhaW in Whe ideal VocieW\ WheUe VhoXld be VWUicW conWUol and
UegXlaWion. The fXndamenWal giVW of PROLWHLa, foU inVWance, iV WhaW of VWaWe conWUol and UegXlaWion in all VSheUeV of life, inclXding maUUiage,
SUoSeUW\, moUalV, edXcaWion and commeUce:¬

Citizenship, for instance, depended firstly on birth, secondly on success in education and military training, and thirdly on the ability to conform; and the two
superior classes of men are expressly forbidden to have any kind of property (Taylor 1960: 276). 

SXch conWUol of VWaWe and hXman beingV in Whe moVW fXndamenWal VenVe iV SUemiVed in Whe deViUe Wo aWWain Whe 'good' WhaW can onl\ be aWWained
WhUoXgh anal\ViV and UaWionaliVaWion.¬NaWionaliVm and Whe modeUn naWion-VWaWe (a conceSW boUn dXUing Whe FUench ReYolXWion), boWh ideological
conVWUXcWV,¬SUeVXSSoVe foU WheiU acWXaliVaWion ceUWain Vocial and Wechnological condiWionV. TheVe ZoXld Veem Wo be SUeYalenW conceSWV ZiWh Whe
inWellecWXal claVVeV, moUe Vo, in Whe coVmoSoliWaniVm (WHOWb�UJHUWXP) among Whe edXcaWed claVVeV of Whe WeVWeUn ZoUld (WieneU 1974: 325).
IW Zill become cleaUeU laWeU in Whe WheViV WhaW modeUn-da\ globaliVm iV gUoXnded in e[acWl\ WheVe imSXlVeV.

The cenWUal TXeVWion of PROLWHLa iV a VWUicWl\ eWhical one SUedicaWed in goalV of foUm and UegXlaWion: "WhaW iV Whe UXle of UighW b\ Zhich a man
oXghW Wo UegXlaWe hiV life?" (Ta\loU 1960: 265). IW endV ZiWh a m\Wh of jXdgemenW and Whe TXeVWion: "HoZ doeV a man aWWain oU foUfeiW eWeUnal
ValYaWion?". PlaWo'V meWhodolog\ oU diVciSline iV dialecWic, and iW iV Whe fXncWion of Whe dialecWic Wo lead Wo Whe YiVion of Whe 'good'.

UWoSiaV moVWl\ Veem Wo be commonZealWh conVWUXcWionV ZiWh a VignificanW VlanW WoZaUdV Whe moUall\ 'good' and commXnaliVm. AccoUding Wo
BakeU-SmiWh (1987: 7), Whe Vo-called ideal moUal commonZealWh aWWemSWV Wo SeUfecW e[iVWing Vocial VWUXcWXUeV b\ meanV of indiYidXal edXcaWion
and moUal foUmaWion. The\ XVXall\ enWail YiVionV of Vocial and SoliWical UefoUm and deVcUiSWionV of a deVign of a ciW\ and VWaWe WhaW aUe
enWUenched in SUacWical SoliWicV and aimed aW Whe SUoVSeUiW\ of Whe cXlWXUal gUoXSing oU VWaWe and noW aW Whe haSSineVV of Whe indiYidXal. The
indiYidXal VhoXld find haSSineVV and fXlfilmenW in Sla\ing a XVefXl SaUW in Whe biggeU machineU\ of Whe VWaWe.

In UWRSLa aQG WKH IGHaO SRFLHW\: A SWXG\ RI EQJOLVK UWRSLaQ WULWLQJ 1516-1700 (1981), J.C. DaYiV diVWingXiVheV WZo majoU W\SeV of ideal VocieW\,
XWoSia and millenniXm, alWhoXgh in 'Science and UWoSia: The HiVWoU\ of a Dilemma' (1984) he diVWingXiVheV fiYe W\SeV: XWoSia, millenniXm, ,
aUcadia, cocka\gne and Whe SeUfecW moUal commonZealWh (DaYiV 1984: 27). The millenaUian ideal VocieW\ iV diffeUenW fUom XWoSia in Whe VenVe
WhaW in millenaUianiVm Whe SUoblemV of Whe SUeVenW aUe VhelYed b\ inYoking a foUce oU agenc\ WhaW, fUom Whe oXWVide, Zill miUacXloXVl\ change
and SeUfecW Whe old oUdeU. DaYiV (1984: 29) aUgXeV WhaW deSendence on a GHXV H[ PaFKLQa WendV Wo "Uob Whe millenaUian of hiV caSaciW\ Wo
YiVXali]e Whe neZ VocieW\ in an\ deWail and hence Wo UecoUd ZiWh an\ SUeciVion Whe Slace of Vcience in WhaW oUdeU". ThiV VWaWemenW iV of inWeUeVW
foU WhiV inYeVWigaWion Vince Whe UedemSWiYe effecW of Whe millenaUian iV Wo cUeaWe a neZ heaYen and eaUWh, moVW SUobabl\ aV a SoVW-caWacl\Vmic
acW, and Wechnolog\ and Vcience Zill again SUobabl\ Sla\ no Uole in WhiV. IW ZoXld WheUefoUe Veem WhaW in a m\Whological conWe[W, Vcience and
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Wechnolog\ haYe no Slace, \eW boWh aUe gUoXnded in m\Wh and in Whe belief in Whe enhancemenW of Whe faWe and condiWionV of Whe hXman Uace
WhUoXgh Wechnological adYancemenW.

The SoVWXlaWion of Whe XWoSian ideal VocieW\, on Whe oWheU hand, doeV noW Uel\ on VXch inWeUYenWion, and VhoXld UaWheU be inWeUSUeWed aV a VeW
of VWUaWegieV Wo cUeaWe and mainWain Vocial oUdeU and SeUfecWion in Whe face of Whe ´deficiencieV of naWXUe and Whe ZillfXlneVV of man
[hXmanV]µ (PoVWmXV 1987: 61).¬BakeU-SmiWh (1987: 2) SoinWV oXW WhaW iW iV difficXlW Wo diVWingXiVh beWZeen XWoSia and millenniXm, Vince, fUom
iWV inceSWion, Whe XWoSian WUadiWion haV been enWangled ZiWh VchemeV and V\mbolV of UeligioXV UeneZal. SXch UeneZal can onl\ haYe YalidiW\ in
Whe lighW of a kind of SUioU 'fallen' VWaWe, WhaW iV in a SoVW-laSVaUian conWe[W, and Whe dUeam Wo UeWXUn oU SUoceed Wo WhiV oU anoWheU, imagined,
SeUfecW VWaWe.

A SoVWXlaWed ideal oUdeU coXld be filWeUed WhUoXgh WhUee channelV: eWhicV (VXch aV Whe Vocial-moUal codeV of Whe VicWoUian SeUiod oU Whe moUal
codeV of an indiYidXal, VXch aV Whe life of SUoSheWV oU ChUiVW), aUWV (foU inVWance, in heUoic SoUWUa\alV VXch aV Neo-ClaVVical aUWiVW DaYid'V
NaSROHRQV) and goYeUnmenW (foU inVWance, in HiWleUiVm). ThiV SUoceVV alVo ZoUkV in UeYeUVe, WhaW iV, WhaW XWoSian liWeUaWXUe oU UeSUeVenWaWion of
a minoUiW\ gUoXSing can inVSiUe Whe SoVWXlaWion of XniYeUVal idealV (BakeU-SmiWh 1987: 10).¬HoZ eYeU Whe SUoceVV ZoUkV, Whe facW UemainV WhaW
Whe UelaWionVhiS beWZeen Whe Ueal and Whe imagined, oU Whe ideal, iV a UeciSUocal one. AV VXch, ideolog\ ma\ be aSSUoached aV an
XndeUVWanding of Whe conVWUXcWion of ideolog\ WhaW deSendV on eYeU\da\ liYed e[SeUience and Whe SUoceVV of W\SificaWion.

1.4 Utopia and pleasure EaFN WR WRS

MoVW XWoSiaV aV ideal VWaWeV aUe deVigned noW onl\ Wo enVXUe XlWimaWe haSSineVV, bXW alVo Wo enVXUe SleaVXUe and enjo\menW. ThiV iV an
XlWimaWel\ ambiYalenW aVSecW innaWe in XWoSia, Vince, aV Zill be demonVWUaWed in Whe ne[W VecWion aV Zell aV in ChaSWeU 2 on d\VWoSia, XWoSiaV
aUe VimXlWaneoXVl\ Veldom-SleaVanW SlaceV.¬ In Whe hiVWoUieV of XWoSian conVWUXcWion manifeVWing in Whe cUeaWion of alWeUnaWiYe UealV, WheUe
VeemV Wo be a SUeYalenW, conWinXal moYing in and oXW of UealiWieV of bRWK a SleaVanW aQG XnSleaVanW naWXUe. The dichoWom\ beWZeen Whe
XnSleaVanWneVV of bRWK Ueal aQG non-Ueal, and Whe SleaVXUe and haSSineVV SUojecWed XSon bRWK Whe Ueal aQG Whe non-Ueal aUe conVWanWV.¬

The cUiWical SoinW in an\ XWoSian ficWion, accoUding Wo BakeU-SmiWh (1987: 2), iV Whe SoViWion beWZeen dUeam and naWXUe, Zhich ma\ be an
e[SlanaWion of Zh\ Whe conceSW of Whe gaUden iV Vo conViVWenWl\ linked Wo XWoSian conWe[WV. PaUWicXlaUl\ in Book II of MoUe'V UWRSLa, Whe iVland
of UWoSia UeSUeVenWV deViUe and SleaVXUe. To MoUe, Whe chief conceUn ZiWhin an ideal VWaWe iV focXVed on Whe ´haSSineVV of a man [Zoman] and
ZheUein iW [haSSineVV] conViVWVµ (GallagheU 1964:38). IW iV Whe deViUe foU an ideal VWaWe and a moUall\ XSlifWing condiWion, Zhich iV YeU\ VimilaU
Wo man\ oWheU XWoSian conVWUXcWV VXch aV Bacon'V TKH NHZ AWOaQWLV (1627). MoUe aUgXeV WhaW:

... no man would be so insensible as not to seek after pleasure by all possible means, lawful or unlawful; using only this caution, that a lesser pleasure might
not stand in the way of a greater, and that no pleasure ought to be pursued that should draw a great deal of pain after it.... And what reward can there be for
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one who has passed his own life, not only without pleasure, but in pain, if there is nothing to be expected after death? ... There is a party among them who
place happiness in bare virtue; others think that our natures are conducted by virtue to happiness, as that which is the chief good of man. (More in Gallagher
1964: 38). 

WiWhin Whe XWoSian genUe, Whe conceSW of Whe gaUden iV Wied Wo WhaW of aUcadia, boWh SUemiVed in Whe idea of a haUmonioXV naWXUal enYiUonmenW,
Zhich, accoUding Wo BakeU-SmiWh (1987:7), iV Ueall\ "a foUm of noVWalgia foU a SUe-laSVaUian Golden Age, ZiWh a minimXm of SoliWical
machineU\." (The noWion of aUcadia iV noW a cenWUal focXV in WhiV WheViV, Vince m\ focXV iV UaWheU on Whe XWoSian conceSWV XndeUSinning Whe SoVW-
indXVWUial XUbaniVed ZoUld.) A famoXV WUaYelogXe conWaining SaUadiViacal deVcUiSWionV of aUcadia and 'ElVeZheUe', Whe 'OWheU WoUld', iV SZifW'V
GXOOLYHU'V TUaYHOV (1726). In ChaSWeU II, afWeU haYing been ZaVhed XS on Whe iVland of LilliSXW, LemXel GXlliYeU oSenV hiV e\eV and VeeV:

The Country round [appearing] like a continued Garden; and the inclosed Fields, which were generally Forty Foot square, resembled so many Beds of Flowers.
These Fields were intermingled with Woods of half a Stang, and the tallest Trees, as I could judge, appeared to be seven Foot high. I viewed the Town on my
left Hand, which looked like the painted Scene of a City in a Theatre (Swift 1726: 29).¬

AUcadia aV XWoSian foUm VeemV Wo be TXiWe diffeUenW fUom Whe idea of Whe SeUfecW commonZealWh in iWV abVence of UefoUmaWion WhUoXgh
SoliWical meanV. IW iV aimed UaWheU aW moUal and Vocial UefoUm WhUoXgh UeconciliaWion ZiWh naWXUe and in WhaW VenVe iV cloVel\ UelaWed Wo Whe idea
of SaUadiVe, alWeUnaWiYel\ ShUaVed aV Whe ideal of Whe 'gUeen SaWch'. The XWoSian Whinking XndeUSinning Whe conceSW of Whe gaUden and naWXUe in
geneUal UeYealV WZo-fold imageU\: Whe one oUdeUed and aUchiWecWXUal, and Whe oWheU naWXUal, eYen Zild. BXW in boWh kindV WheUe iV a maUked
emShaViV on Whe SUinciSle of SleaVXUe. The domain of cXlWXUe iV aboXW deVign, oUdeU, conWUol, and Whe collecWiYe, moVW eYidenWl\ demonVWUaWed
in XWoSian YiVionV of Whe UefoUm of Whe ciW\ and Whe VWaWe; WhaW iV, Whe XUbaniVed, indXVWUialiVed enYiUonmenW.¬

In WeUmV of 'oUdeUed' naWXUe, VXch cXlWXUiVaWion iV foXnd in Whe idealiVaWion aUoXnd Whe cXlWiYaWed gaUden aV oUdeUed VWUXcWXUe. ThiV noWion
UeflecWV Whe VaVaUi idea of QaWXUa. AW Whe Vame Wime, man\ XWoSian YiVionV haYe been aUWicXlaWed Zhich encomSaVV a RomanWic idealiVaWion of
naWXUe and Whe landVcaSe oU foUmV of Eden and aUcadia, UeYiVioned in Whe foUm of 'Zild' naWXUe.¬ SXch XWoSian conVWUXcWion embodieV Whe
ancienW naWXUe/cXlWXUe dichoWom\ in Zhich bRWK naWXUe and cXlWXUe VhoZ ideological deUiYaWion (cf. SleaVXUe and d\VWoSia in ChaSWeU 2,
ChaSWeU 5 ).

1.5 Utopia and unhappiness, disillusionment EaFN WR WRS

The ambiYalence inheUenW in XWoSian conVWUXcWV iV SaUWl\ dXe Wo Whe facW WhaW Whe ancienW deViUe foU SaUadiVe, Eden, oU an ideal Slace haV
alZa\V been gUoXnded in a fXndamenWal diVillXVionmenW ZiWh Whe Ueal.¬ In A DHILQLWLRQ RI UWRSLa, PaWUick and Negle\ aUgXe WhaW XWoSiVWV ofWen
aWWemSW Wo inflXence oU change Whe coXUVe of Whe 'Vick Ueal' b\ SUoSoVing a Vcheme of Vocial UefoUm oU change (NelVon 1968: 109). Tod &
WheeleU (1978: 7) aUgXe WhaW:
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… utopias may be concerned with the happiness of the individuals in society, or with their ideal organization, and the two concerns don't always fit together
very well. They are frequently associated with periods of great social upheaval, and so are concerned with the security of the body politic -- the state -- rather
than individual happiness. Thus utopia, curiously, is rarely a very pleasant place to live.

TheUefoUe Whe UealiVaWion WhaW Whe imagined, ideal ZoUld iV indeed an XnaWWainable SiSedUeam enfoUceV an XnceUWain, ambiYalenW SoViWion.
Mannheim (1936: 17) deVcUibeV WhiV SoViWion aV a kind of Vchi]oShUenia:

Men strove to know the world so that they could mould it to conform to this ultimate goal; society was analysed so as to arrive at a form of social life more
just or otherwise more pleasing to God; men were concerned with the soul in order to control the path to salvation. But the farther men advanced in analysis,
the more the goal disappeared from their field of vision, so that to-day a research worker might say with Nietzsche “I have forgotten why I ever began” (Ich
habe meine Gr�nde YergeVVen) (Mannheim 1936: 18).

SimilaUl\, deVSiWe PlaWo·V anal\Wical Whinking UeVXlWing in SoVWXlaWionV of VWUicW conWUol and oWheU UeVWUicWionV aimed aW Whe higheU 'good' of Whe
VWaWe, hiV ideal VWaWe iV noW a YeU\ haSS\ one, Zhich iV e[acWl\ ZhaW Mannheim aUgXeV. In TLPaHXV SocUaWeV YoiceV hiV diVVaWiVfacWion ZiWh Whe
meUe diVcoXUVe on an ideal ciW\ aV iW had aSSeaUed in Whe RHSXbOLF, aV iW iV baVed on a VeW of SUeVXSSoViWionV (PlaWo 1961: 23).

In UWRSLa MoUe deVigned a VWaWe WhaW ZaV fUaXghW ZiWh laZV and UXleV, VXch aV Whe SUiYilege of maUUiage Zhich iV denied XnleVV a VSecial
ZaUUanW fUom Whe PUince haV been obWained (MoUe, Book II in GallagheU 1964: 47). In Whe caVe of adXlWeU\, Whe gXilW\ SeUVon mXVW ZoUk aV a
VlaYe (MoUe, Book II in GallagheU 1964: 48). BoWh men and Zomen VhoXld engage in ZaU and fighW aV VoldieUV and ma\ noW call aX[iliaU\ WUooSV
Wo WheiU aVViVWance (MoUe, Book II in GallagheU 1964: 51, 57), and a XWoSian Zho iV WUaYelling Wo Vee Whe UeVW of Whe coXnWU\ oU Wo YiViW fUiendV in
Vome oWheU WoZn and iV foXnd Wo be ZiWhoXW hiV SaVVSoUW Zill be VeYeUel\ WUeaWed and SXniVhed aV a fXgiWiYe and VenW home diVgUacefXll\ (MoUe,
Book II in GallagheU 1964: 33).¬YeW SiU ThomaV aUgXeV (WongXe-in-Whe-cheek?) WhaW:

There is no danger of commotion at home; which alone has been the ruin of many states ... but as long as they ... are governed by such good laws, the envy of
all their neighbouring princes, who have often though in vain attempted their ruin, will never be able to put their state into any commotion of disorder (More,
Book II in Gallagher 1964: 67).

In GXOOLYHU'V TUaYHOV, SZifW deVcUibeV hoZ in LilliSXW childUen aUe UemoYed fUom WheiU familieV Wo be edXcaWed b\ Whe SWaWe, and hoZ SaUenWV aUe
alloZed Wo YiViW WheiU offVSUing bXW noW Wo fondle Whem.¬John TUaXgoWW in TKH AOLHQaWHG: GXOOLYHU aQG H\WKORGa\ (RaShael H\Whloda\ iV Whe VWoU\
WelleU in UWoSia) aUgXeV WhaW boWh SZifW and MoUe cUeaWe an iUonic diVjXncWion beWZeen Whe dichoWom\ beWZeen Whe Ueal and Whe XnUeal, and
Whe XnaWWainable XWoSia and acWXaliW\ (NelVon 1968: 114). ThiV iV Whe caVe in moVW XWoSian conVWUXcWV (cf. nighWmaUe and d\VWoSia in ChaSWeU 2).

1.6 Utopia and the 'chosen one'¬¬ EaFN WR WRS

TheUe iV an embedded iUon\ in Whe onWolog\ of Whe ZoUd 'XWoSia'. If iW iV eVVenWiall\ a ficWional conVWUXcW bXW SUoSoVeV ceUWain ideolog\, Whe
TXeVWionV of aXWhoUiW\ and oUigin aUe immediaWel\ cXUUenW. The conceSW of Whe choVen one, Whe geniXV, iV UelaWed Wo WhaW of Whe aYanW-gaUde,
and indicaWeV a VimilaU kind of 'UXnning-ahead', oU 'VhoZing Whe Za\'. In WXUn, WheVe conceSWV aUe UelaWed Wo Whe conceSWV of XWoSia and ideolog\.
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In Whe SaVW inWellecWXalV ofWen deWeUmined and iniWiaWed SoliWical and ideological diUecWionV. The\ ZeUe alZa\V Veen aV 'aYanW-gaUde' alWhoXgh
Whe WeUm onl\ acTXiUed iWV SUeVenW XVage ZiWh HenUi de SainW-Simon in hiV OSLQLRQV LLWWpUaLUHV (1825) (SainW-Simon 1856). In WhiV VenVe all
XWoSian ZUiWing can be inWeUSUeWed aV aYanW-gaUde, Vince iW SoVWXlaWeV a neZ alWeUnaWiYe UealiW\ WhaW bUeakV ZiWh Whe UealiW\ of Whe SUeVenW.¬

The conceSW of Whe 'choVen one' SoVWXlaWeV in eVVence WhaW Whe cUeaWoU oU Whe aXWhoU of Whe XWoSia iV a (Vingle) YiVionaU\ Zho SoVVeVVeV VSecial
SoZeUV Wo conWUadicW Whe conYenWionV of Whe immediaWe e[SeUience and UealiW\. The conceSW of YangXaUdiVm iV UelaWed Wo Whe noWion of noYelW\.
The Weleological aVSecW inYolYed heUe iV WhaW YangXaUdV idealiVWicall\ belieYe WhaW hiVWoU\ iV a SUoceVV WhaW can be maniSXlaWed, inflXenced and
diUecWed, alWhoXgh iW UemainV a dialecWical SUoceVV.¬

AV menWioned befoUe, XWoSian SUojecWionV aUe fXWXUe-oUienWed and inWend amelioUaWing and imSUoYing Whe SUeVenW XnhaSS\ Ueal. In WhiV VenVe,
VXch SUojecWionV aUe UelaWed Wo YangXaUdiVm in WhaW iW SXUSoUWV Wo imSUoYe and adYance Whe SUeVenW. The PlaWonian caYe m\Wh can be YieZed aV
one of Whe fiUVW aUWicXlaWionV of WheVe conceSWV in iWV conceUn ZiWh Whe aVcenW Wo WUXe YiVion; WhaW iV, finding Whe WUXWh and knoZledge in Whe
AQVFKaXXQJ of Whe IdeaV, aV Zell aV ZiWh UeWXUn and alienaWion.¬CenWUal Wo PlaWo'V VcienWific Whinking aUe Whe maWhemaWical VcienceV WhaW aUe
conceUned ZiWh foUmV oU SUedicaWeV. In RHSXbOLF, PlaWo demonVWUaWeV Whe caUdinal inflXence of SocUaWeV. AccoUding Wo Whe laWWeU, Whe VcienceV
foUm Whe laddeU WhaW leadV XS "Wo Whe YiVion of Whe 'good' aV Whe clXe Wo Whe Zhole Vcheme of e[iVWence" (Ta\loU 1960: 285-286). IW ZoXld When
folloZ WhaW if Whe foUmV of WhingV can be deWeUmined oU XndeUVWood, WheVe ZoXld lead Wo Whe 'good'. TheVe foUmV imSl\ a YaVW SlXUaliW\ of foUmV
WhaW coUUeVSond ZiWh each XniYeUVal SUedicaWe WhaW can be affiUmed b\ a YaUieW\ of logical VXbjecWV. The 'foUm of good' iV immediaWel\
UecogniVable Wo knoZing iWVelf.¬

PlaWo'V caYe m\Wh aV a figXUaWiYe conVWUXcW embodieV noWionV of dichoWom\; dXaliW\; dXaliVm; a 'heUe' and a 'WheUe'; WZo ZoUldV: a Ueal and a
meWaSh\Vical and/oU imagined one; WUaYelling Wo anoWheU Slace Wo acTXiUe knoZledge and Wo UeWXUn; and Vo foUWh, and haV Sla\ed a cUXcial
conceSWXal Uole in man\ XWoSian conVWUXcWV.¬FXndamenWal Wo WhiV m\Wh UemainV Whe TXeVWion aV iW iV aUWicXlaWed b\ H\Whloda\: ZhaW gain Zill
WheUe be in VeUYing a SUince if no one liVWenV Wo him, leW alone XndeUVWandV him? AV VXch, iW VSeakV of imSoWence in Whe VenVe of Whe¬¬ UealiVaWion
WhaW Whe ideal model and Whe bUXWe UealiW\ aUe iUUeconcilable. IW VSeakV, Woo, of a 'choVen one' ZiWh Whe knoZledge of Whe 'good', bXW Zho VWandV
alone.¬

BakeU-SmiWh (1987: 11) aUgXeV WhaW Whe common gUoXnd of XWoSianV and millenaUianV iV WhaW boWh haYe an "e\e on Whe conVXmeU oU Whe e[WUa-
We[WXal UeVSonVe". The SUoSheW, Whe heUo, Whe YangXaUd and Whe choVen one do noW ZiVh Wo be YoiceV calling in Whe deVeUW; Whe\ ZanW Wo haYe
an effecW on WheiU aXdienceV. WiWhin Whe SeUVSecWiYe of SoViWed ideologieV WhUoXgh Whe afoUe-menWioned kind of figXUeV, no XWoSia can VaWiVf\ in
WeUmV of VXch e[SecWed Weleolog\. WiWh SSideU-Man WheUe iV VimilaU fUXVWUaWed Weleolog\ in Whe VenVe of UelenWleVV infiniWe ValYaWion Wo do; a
neYeU-ending aWWemSW Wo mainWain coVmic haUmon\.¬
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UWoSian conVWUXcWV eVVenWiall\ VWa\ XnUeVolYed Vince Whe conceiYed idealV Uemain imSoVVible. SenVoU\, hiVWoUical UealV Veem Wo be aV imSeUfecW
and non-ideal aV Whe non-Ueal XWoSiaV. AV VXch, XWoSian modelV aUe imSoWenW becaXVe of Whe inheUenW comSonenW of deViUe ² Whe\ cannoW aVSiUe
Wo oU claim an\Whing elVe (cf. ChaSWeU 5 foU Whe 'choVen one' and Whe deconVWUXcWion of geniXV in Whe laWe WZenWieWh cenWXU\).

1.7 Utopia and technological adYancement EaFN WR WRS

AlWhoXgh in WhiV VWXd\ Whe focXV iV on Vo-called 'neZ' WechnologieV of Whe laWe WZenWieWh cenWXU\, Whe UelaWionVhiS beWZeen XWoSia and
Wechnolog\ iV bUiefl\ inWUodXced.¬In Whe SaVW, Whe noWion of XWoSia ZaV, and VWill iV, inWimaWel\ UelaWed Wo Wechnolog\ and Wechnical inYenWion.

PhiliS Ha\ZaUd (1990: 1) SUoYideV a XVefXl backgUoXnd Wo Wechnolog\ and SoinWV oXW WhaW Whe WeUm, deUiYed fUom Whe GUeek WHFKQRORJLa
('V\VWemaWic WUeaWmenW'), ZaV inWUodXced Wo Whe EngliVh langXage in Whe eaUl\ VeYenWeenWh cenWXU\. ThiV iniWial definiWion ZaV bUoad and
dXaliVWic and SoinWed Wo diVcoXUVeV on Whe aUWV aV Zell aV Wo Whe VcienWific VWXd\ of Whe SUacWical and indXVWUial VSheUeV.

AlWhoXgh Wechnolog\ iV noW conceUned ZiWh a Vingle XWoSian conVWUXcW SHU VH, iW doeV UeflecW XWoSian Whinking in Whe VenVe WhaW iW beaUV on
coVmological YiVion, Vociological oUdeUing and SV\chological Zell-being. The ideolog\ XndeUSinning Wechnolog\ iV ofWen aUWicXlaWed in WeUmV of
Whe adYancemenW and SUogUeVV of Whe hXman Uace and Whe infallibiliW\ of Whe machine. In WhiV VenVe Whe WechnologiVW, WheUefoUe alVo Whe aUWiVW
aV WechnologiVW, \eaUnV foU a XWoSia Ueached b\ meanV of a Wechnological 'fi['.

The belief WhaW WechniTXe and Wechnological inYenWionV and deYiceV Zill baniVh VXffeUing and eaVe Whe diVcomfoUW of naWXUal life haV been fiUml\
enWUenched in Whe XWoSia and ideolog\ XndeUSinning deYeloSmenWV in bRWK aUW aQG Vcience. YeW, in iWV eaUlieVW foUmV, Whe moWiYaWing foUce of
Wechnical inYenWion ZaV noW VimSl\ VWUaWegieV foU VXUYiYal bXW UeligioXV in naWXUe. Indeed, aV indicaWed befoUe, moVW of Whe SUe-WZenWieWh-
cenWXU\ XWoSian YiVionV ZeUe conVWUXcWed aUoXnd SUinciSleV of oUdeU, VWUXcWXUe and UaWional Whinking, SoVWXlaWing Whe belief WhaW VXch SUinciSleV
Zill bUing haSSineVV and SUoVSeUiW\. The UeoUdeUing and cXlWiYaWion of Whe naWXUal enYiUonmenW, inclXding Whe land, SlanWV and animalV, on Whe
oWheU hand, ZeUe aimed noW onl\ aW cUeaWing and SUoYiding VhelWeU and defenVe, bXW alVo had a UeligioXV SXUSoVe Zhich ZaV ofWen linked Wo
XWoSian WhoXghW. EYen Whe eaUlieVW foUmV of Whe domeVWicaWion of animalV and Whe oUdeUing of naWXUe ZeUe ideologicall\ baVed, Vince WheVe
acWionV ZeUe iniWiall\ UeligioXVl\ moWiYaWed and moVW UeligionV haYe been SUoYed Wo be VhUoXded in foUmV of SoliWical and ideological agendaV.

FUom Whe Wime of KeSleU and NeZWon, maWhemaWical foUmXlae, eVVenWial Wo indXVWUial inYenWion and deYeloSmenW, ZeUe Whe magic ingUedienWV
UeTXiUed foU an\ SUomiVing SoVWXlaWion on adYancemenW of Whe hXman Uace. TheUefoUe, Vcience iV moVW VWUenXoXVl\ jXVWified b\ Whe facW WhaW iW
leadV Wo economic benefiWV WhUoXgh Wechnological innoYaWion (Ziman 1976: 180). YeW, Whe one cenWUal encomSaVVing WUadiWion WhaW VeemV Wo be
endXUing in Whe ZoUld iV Whe academic diVWincWion beWZeen Vcience and Wechnolog\. AV Ziman aUgXeV, Wechnolog\ iV laUgel\ indeSendenW of
Vcience in WhaW iW XVXall\ meUel\ SUoYideV a "climaWe of baVic ideaV and geneUal SUinciSleV" (Ziman 1976: 188).¬

file:///Volumes/Seagate/D%20Litt%20thesis/textformat/chapter5.html%23genius
file:///Volumes/Seagate/D%20Litt%20thesis/textformat/bib.html%23hayward
file:///Volumes/Seagate/D%20Litt%20thesis/textformat/allnotes.html%23'fix'
file:///Volumes/Seagate/D%20Litt%20thesis/textformat/bib.html%23ziman
file:///Volumes/Seagate/D%20Litt%20thesis/textformat/bib.html%23ziman


26/12/2022, 17:51 HOME

Àle:///VRlXmeV/SeagaWe/D LiWW WheViV/We[WfRUmaW/chaSWeU1.hWml 13/14

The CaUWeVian abVolXWe dXaliVm haV had a faU-Ueaching inflXence in Whe VenVe of gUoXnding Whe mind/bod\, naWXUe/cXlWXUe, and VXbjecW/objecW
dichoWomieV. In Whe SeUiod fUom Whe Vi[WeenWh Wo Whe eighWeenWh cenWXUieV Whe abVence of WechniTXe in all aUeaV bXW Whe mechanical iV aSSaUenW
and mXch leVV inYenWion Wook Slace Whan dXUing Whe Middle AgeV and eaUl\ RenaiVVance (EllXl 1964: 38). TUeaWiVeV on aUchaeolog\, SV\cholog\,
Wheolog\, liWeUaWXUe, and Vo foUWh ZeUe SUoof WhaW a neZ ideal had emeUged, an inWellecWXal ideal. DXUing Whe Vi[WeenWh and Whe VeYenWeenWh
cenWXUieV, inWellecWXalV VXch aV DeVcaUWeV, MonWaigne, RabelaiV, KeSleU, Galileo, NeZWon and VaVaUi, aVSiUed Wo be XniYeUValiVWV Zho aWWemSWed
Wo XndeUVWand Whe Sh\Vical ZoUld WhUoXgh UaWional and anal\Wical meanV.

WhilVW UaWionaliVm Veemed Wo haYe floXUiVhed dXUing Whe folloZing Age of EnlighWenmenW, Whe emShaViV on VcienWific and maWhemaWical meWhod
imSUegnaWed ShiloVoSh\ ZiWh noWionV of mechanicV, eYolXWion and commenVXUabiliW\. BUiWiVh EmSiUiciVW, DaYid HXme, VWaWed in 1739 WhaW: "AV
Whe Vcience of man iV Whe onl\ Volid foXndaWion foU Whe oWheU VcienceV, Vo, Whe onl\ Volid foXndaWion Ze can giYe Wo WhiV Vcience iWVelf mXVW be
laid on e[SeUience and obVeUYaWion" (HXme in BeUlin 1956: 164).¬

SSideU-Man'V endoZmenW ZiWh VXSeUhXman and c\boUg TXaliWieV (a fXVion of oUganiVm and machine in a meWaShoUic VenVe) iV inWimaWel\ linked
Wo XWoSian SUojecWionV on Whe bod\ iWVelf; WhaW iV, Whe idea WhaW Whe bod\ iV Vome kind of biochemical machine. ThiV idea daWeV back Wo
VeYenWeenWh- and eighWeenWh-cenWXU\ ShiloVoSh\ in Zhich Whe ideaV of Whe coVmic oUdeU of SeUfecWion (DeVcaUWeV in AXne 1970: 20, KUiel 1967:
41), Whe XniYeUVe aV clockZoUk and hXman beingV aV mechanical machineV (JXlian OffUa\ de La MeWWUie, L·KRPPH PaFKLQH (1748) in BeUlin
1956: 269, WoeVleU de PanafieX 1984: 130) aUe SoVWXlaWed. La MeWWUie, a medical docWoU, UeSUeVenWV Whe coUe of FUench maWeUialiVm and
foUmXlaWed hiV YiVion Zhen Whe YogXe of aXWomaWa aSSeaUed¬ (WoeVleU de PanafieX 1984: 130). He alWeUed DeVcaUWeV' SoVWXlaWion WhaW hXman
beingV aUe OLNH machineV Wo Whe e[SliciW claim WhaW Whe\ aUH machineV (WoeVleU de PanafieX 1984: 130).

An eUoWic baViV foU Wechnolog\ haV been eVWabliVhed in Whe ZoUk of Whe nineWeenWh-cenWXU\ FUench ShiloVoSheUV VXch aV La MeWWUie. ThiV
oUienWaWion ZaV Waken fXUWheU b\ Whe MaUTXiV de Sade, Whe S\mboliVWV VXch aV BaXdelaiUe and WZenWieWh-cenWXU\ FUench aUWiVWV VXch aV MagUiWWe
and DXchamS. In WhiV VWUain of WhoXghW in YiVXal and liWeUaU\ We[WV WhaW UXnV WhUoXgh almoVW WhUee cenWXUieV XS Wo Whe SUeVenW da\, a noWable
link beWZeen Wechnolog\, mechanical moYemenW and Whe Ve[XaliW\ of Whe hXman bod\ can be obVeUYed (cf. 'c\boUgV' in ChaSWeU 5).

The enoUmoXV deYeloSmenWV in maWhemaWicV dXUing Whe laWWeU half of Whe nineWeenWh cenWXU\ inVWigaWed UaSid Wechnological innoYaWion and
manifeVWed in Whe gUoXnding of TXanWXm WheoU\, Voon aSSeaUing in a UeneZal of Whe VcienWific baViV of Whe hXman VcienceV VXch aV aUW and
SV\cholog\. AW Whe Vame Wime Whe libeUall\ oUienWed boXUgeoiVie, Zho gained WUemendoXV SoZeU dXUing Whe UiVe of indXVWUialiVaWion, eageUl\
embUaced Whe maWeUialiVW WheoUieV of La MeWWUie and hiV folloZeUV. In TKH VaPS aQG WKH MaFKLQH (1986), AndUeaV HX\VVen (1986: 65) of Whe
UniYeUViW\ of Colombia noWeV WhaW:
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This extreme materialist view, with its denial of emotion and subjectivity served politically to attack the legitimacy claims of feudal clericalism and the
absolutist state. It was hoped that once the metaphysical instances, which church and state resorted to as devices of legitimizing their power, were revealed
as fraud they would become obsolete. At the same time, however, and despite their revolutionary implications such materialist theories ultimately lead to the
notion of a blindly functioning world machine, a gigantic automaton, the origins and meaning of which were beyond human understanding. Consciousness and
subjectivity were degraded to mere functions of a global mechanism. The determination of social life by metaphysical legitimations of power was replaced by
the determination through laws of nature. The age of modern technology and its legitimatory apparatuses had begun.

DXUing nineWeenWh-cenWXU\ IndXVWUialiVaWion, Whe UaSid deYeloSmenWV in indXVWU\ and Wechnolog\ WUanVfoUmed Whe SoliV inWo an aeVWheWiciVed
meWUoSoliV. (In ChaSWeU 3 Whe laWe WZenWieWh-cenWXU\ XUban landVcaSe iV inYeVWigaWed). YeW in man\ YiVXal and liWeUaU\ We[WV of Whe eaUl\
WZenWieWh cenWXU\, VXch aV TKH WL]aUG RI O] b\ L. FUank BaXm (1900), emeUging d\VWoSia in Whe VenVe of collaSVe of Wechnolog\ in Whe ciW\ iV
UendeUed. The imSacW of Wechnolog\ and indXVWUialiVaWion haV been Vo faU-Ueaching, hoZeYeU, WhaW in Whe nineWeenWh- and WZenWieWh-cenWXU\
meWUoSoliV Whe TXeVWion iV noW SoVed aV Wo ZheWheU Whe ciW\-VWaWe iV moUall\ good; WhaW iV, iWV XWoSian conceSWion haV become XnimSoUWanW. IW iV
meUel\ embUaced aV SUoof of VcienWific SUogUeVV and Wechnological inYenWion WhaW iV Wo Whe benefiW of hXmankind.

The nineWeenWh- and WZenWieWh-cenWXU\ indXVWUial ZoUldV haYe become VaWXUaWed ZiWh objecWV. TheVe ZoUldV of objecWV, ZheWheU conWUolled oU
XnconWUolled, ZheWheU manoeXYeUed oU XnmanoeXYeUed, mXVW be YieZed aV Wechnolog\ (Delan\ 1996: 267). Delan\ (1996: 266) eYen inWeUSUeWV
Vcience aV ´aeVWheWiciVed Wechnolog\µ. He aUgXeV fXUWheU WhaW: ´The ZoUking SaUW of WhiV VXggeVWion iV WhaW Vcience beaUV Whe Vame UelaWionVhiS
Wo WhingV in Whe ZoUld aV an aVSecW beaUV Wo an objecWµ (Delan\ 1996: 266). IW iV WhiV UheWoUical VWage WhaW haV Xnfolded foU debaWeV on
WZenWieWh and WZenW\-fiUVW-cenWXU\ cXlWXUe: a ZoUld conViVWing of objecWV conceSWXaliVed and manXfacWXUed WhUoXgh Wechnolog\. The UamSanW
inflXence of comSXWeU Wechnolog\ Woda\, in all VSheUeV of life, cannoW be ignoUed (cf. ChaSWeU 3 foU Whe Wechnological imSacW in laWe WZenWieWh
cenWXU\).

1.8¬ Conclusion EaFN WR WRS

IW ZoXld Veem WhaW ZhaWeYeU foUm XWoSian Whinking WakeV, iW iV alZa\V SUemiVed in Whe UelaWionVhiS of hXman beingV ZiWh ZoUld. The SXUVXiW of
haSSineVV and Whe imSUoYemenW of TXaliW\ of life Veem Wo be fXUWheU eVVenWial ingUedienWV of XWoSian Whinking. HoZeYeU, alWhoXgh Whe laWWeU aUe
meUiWoUioXV idealV, XWoSian conVWUXcWion UemainV imSoWenW dXe Wo YaUioXV ambiYalenceV VXch aV Whe XnUeVolYed dichoWom\ beWZeen Whe Ueal
and Whe imagined ideal, and Whe iUon\ of Whe SUoSheW-heUo ZiWhoXW aXdience.

FUom Whe SeYenWieV onZaUdV, a diffeUenW kind of XWoSian Whinking haV come inWo Sla\, a VXbYeUViYe fUagmenWed d\VWoSian condiWion in Zhich
XniYeUValV and ideologieV aUe UegaUded ZiWh VceSWiciVm. In Whe ne[W chaSWeU, ChaSWeU 2, Whe d\VWoSian ZoUld of Whe laWe WZenWieWh cenWXU\ Zill
be VcUXWiniVed.
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